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In response to the Office Action dated February 25, 2005, Applicants respectfully request 
that the application be amended as follows, and mat the rejection of record be reconsidered in view 
- of the following remarks. 

v Amendments to the Claims are reflected in the listing of claims which begins on page 2 of 
this paper. 

Remarks begin on page 6 of this paper. 
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COPY 



Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 ^ >^ „ u May 25, 2005 

In response to the Office Action dated February 25, 2005, Applicants respectfully request 
that the application be amended as follows, and that the rejection of record be reconsidered in view 
of the following remarks. 

Amendments to the Claims are reflected in the listing of claims which begins on page 2 of 
this paper. 

Remarks begin on page 6 of this paper. 



Serial Number: 09/929,063 Group ^ Unit: 2m 

AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 
The following listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

LISTING OF CLAIMS 

1. (Original): A polarizing member comprising: 
an absorption type polarizing film; and 

one polymer material layer or two or more polymer material layers provided on one or both 
of opposite surfaces of said absorption type polarizing film, wherein each polymer material layer 
does not have any extraordinary refractive index area with a length not smaller than 20 urn and 
does not have two or more extraordinary refractive index areas with a length of from 0.5 to 20 urn 
in a region of 50 urn-radius. 

2. (Original): A polarizing member according to claim 1, wherein each polymer material 
layer is one member selected from the group consisting of a transparent protective layer, an 
adhesive layer, and an optically compensating layer. 

3. (Original): An optical member comprising a laminate at least including a polarizing 
member defined in claim 1 , and a reflection type polarizing plate. 

4. (Original): An optical member according to claim 3, wherein said reflection type 
polarizing plate transmits linearly polarized light with a predetermined axis of polarization while 
reflecting residual light. 

5. (Original): An optical member according to claim 3, wherein a retarder plate is provided 
between said polarizing member and said reflection type polarizing plate, said retarder plate being 
constituted by one retardation layer or two or more retardation layers. 
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Serial Number: 09/929,063 Group Art Unit: 2812 

6. (Original): An optical member according to claim 3, wherein said reflection type 
polarizing plate is made of a cholesteric liquid-crystal layer or said retarder plate is made of a 
quarter-wave plate. 

7. (Original): A liquid-crystal display device comprising a polarizing member defined in 
claim 1, and a liquid-crystal cell, wherein said polarizing member is disposed on one or both of 
opposite sides of said liquid-crystal cell 

8. (Original): A liquid-crystal display device comprising an optical member defined in 
claim 3, and a liquid-crystal cell, wherein said optical member is disposed on one or both of 
opposite sides of said liquid-crystal cell. 

9. (Previously presented): A polarizing member comprising: 
an absorption type polarizing film; and 

one or more polymer material layers provided on one or both of opposite surfaces of said 
absorption type polarizing film, wherein each polymer material layer comprises a polymer made 
from a polymer solution which has been filtrated by a filtration film to thereby purify the polymer 
to a state in which low molecular weight bodies have been removed. 

10. (Currently amended): A polarizing member comprising, in this order: 

(i) an absorption type polarizing film; 

(ii) an adhesive layer; and 

("0 a separator comprising a polymer material-containing layer which is a separator 
having a polymer material migration preventing layer provided thereon, 

wherein the polymer material migration preventing layer is provided on the side of the 
separator polymer material-containing layer that faces the adhesive layer. 
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Serial Number: 09/929,063 Group Art Unit: 28 12 

11. (Previously presented): The polarizing member according to claim 10, wherein the 
migration preventing layer comprises purified polymer. 

12. (Previously presented): The polarizing member according; to claim 10, wherein the 
migration preventing layer is a silica film. ' 

13. (Previously presented): The polarizing member according to claim 10, wherein the 
migration preventing layer is a metal-oxide deposited film. 

14. (Previously presented): The polarizing member according to claim 10, wherein the 
migration preventing layer comprises a silicone agent. 

15. (Previously presented): The liquid-crystal display device according to claim 7, which 
additionally comprises a light source having a luminance of 500 cd/m 2 or higher. 

16. (Previously presented): The liquid-crystal display device according to claim 7, which 
additionally comprises a back sidelight having a luminance of 500 cd/m 2 or higher. 

17. (Canceled) 

18. (Canceled) 

19. (Previously presented): The polarizing member according to claim 10, wherein the 
polymer material-containing layer is disposed directly on the migration preventing layer. 

20. (Canceled) 

21. (Previously presented): The polarizing member according to claim I, wherein the one 
or more polymer material layers are provided directly on the polarizing film. 

22. (Previously presented): The optical member according to claim 3, wherein the one or 
more polymer material layers are provided directly on the polarizing film. 

23. (Previously presented): The polarizing member according toiclaim 9, wherein the one 
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Serial Number: 09/929,063 Group Art Unit: 2812 

or more polymer material layers are protective films provided directly on the polarizing film. 
24* (Canceled) 

25. (Currently amended): The polarizing member according to claim 34 10, wherein the 
migration preventing layer is dispos e d directly on a polymer base material for forming a release 
agent is further provided on the polymer material-containing layer of the separator. 

26. (Currently amended): The polarizing member according to claim 25, wherein a surface 
coat made of a the release agent is provided on the migration preventing layer. 



5 



Serial Number: 09/929,063 Group Art Unit: 28 1 2 

REMARKS 

By the present amendment, claim 10 has been amended to clarify that the separator 
comprises the polymer material-containing layer having the polymer material migration 
preventing layer provided thereon, and that the polymer material migration preventing is provided 
on the side of the polymer material-containing layer that faces the adhesive layer. 

Further, claim 25 has been amended to be dependent on claim 10 instead of canceled claim 
24, and to recite that a release agent is further provided on the polymer material-containing layer of 
the separator, and claim 26 has been amended accordingly to recite "the release agent" instead of 
"a release agent," 

Support for the amendments is found in the original application,' in particular in paragraph 
[0030], page 17 of the original specification. 

Claims 1-16, 19, 21-23 and 25-26 are pending in the present application. Independent 
claims 1, 9 and 10, claims 2 and 21 dependent on claim 1, claim 23 dependent on claim 9, and 
claims 11-14, 19 and 25-26 dependent directly or indirectly on claim 10, are directed to a 
polarizing member. Claim 3 dependent on claim 1, and claims 4-6 and 22 dependent on claim 3, 
are directed to an optical member. Claims 7 and 8 dependent on claims, 1 and 3, respectively, and 
claims 15-16 dependent on claim 7, are directed to a liquid crystal display. 

In the Office Action, claims 25-26 are objected to as improperly dependent on cancelled 
claim 24. 

Claim 25 has been corrected to be dependent on claim 10 instead of cancelled claim 24. 
Accordingly, it is submitted that the objection should be withdrawn. 

In the Office Action, claims 10, 12, 14, 19, 25, and 26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) 
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as obvious over US 5,880,800 to Mikura et al. ("Mikura"), and claim 11 is rejected under 35 
U.S.C 103(a) as obvious over Mikura in view of US 6,1 53,272 to Kim et aL ("Kim"). 

Reconsideration and withdrawal of the rejection is respectfully requested. The passage at 
col. 1 1, lines 40-45 of Mikura, to which reference is made in the Office Action, only discloses a 
"silicone series releasing agent" provided on the surface of a separator. However, the silicone 
release agent of Mikura is a conventional release layer and pot a polymer material migration 
preventing layer. Specifically, the silicone release layer of Mikura conventionally provides the 
easy-release property to the separator, but does not prevent migration of material from the 
separator into the adhesive layer. 

In contrast, in the polarizing member of present claim 10, the separator comprises a 
polymer material-containing layer having a polymer material migration preventing layer provided 
thereon, wherein the polymer material migration preventing is provided on the side of the polymer 
material-containing layer that faces the adhesive layer, as recited in present claim 10. An 
advantage of the polymer material migration preventing layer is that this layer prevents polymer 
material from migrating from the polymer material-containing layer into the adhesive, which is not 
the case with the conventional silicone release layer of Mikura. Therefore, present claim 10, and 
the claims dependent directly or indirectly thereon, are not obvious over Mikura taken alone or in 
any combination with Kim. 

In particular, with respect to claims 12-13, it is submitted that Mikura is completely silent 
regarding silica or metal-oxide. Therefore, for these respective reasons alone, present claims 
12-13 are not obvious over Mikura taken alone or in any combination with Kim. 

In addition, with respect to claims 25-26, it is submitted that Mikura discloses only a 
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conventional silicone release layer in a separator, so that it is completely silent as to providing (i) a 
polymer material migration preventing layer and (ii) a release agent, as recited in present claim 25, 
or (i) a polymer material migration preventing layer and (ii) a surface coat made of the release 
agent, as recited in present claim 26. Therefore, for these respective reasons alone, present claims 
25-26 are not obvious over Mikura taken alone or in any combination with Kim. 

In view of the above, it is submitted that the rejections should be withdrawn. 

In conclusion, the invention as presently claimed is patentable. It is believed that the claims 
are in allowable condition and a notice to that effect is earnestly requested. 

In the event there is, in the Examiner's opinion, any outstanding issue and such issue may 
be resolved by means of a telephone interview, the Examiner is respectfully requested to contact 
the undersigned attorney at the telephone number listed below. 

In the event this paper is not considered to be timely filed, the Applicants hereby petition 
for an appropriate extension of the response period. Please charge the fee for such extension and 
any other fees which may be required to our Deposit Account No. 50-2866. 

Respectfully submitted, 
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Further to the Amendment filed on May 20, 2004 in response to the Office Action dated 
February 26, 2004, and further to the Advisory Action dated June 22, 2004, Applicants 
respectfully request that the application be amended as follows, and that the rejection of record be 
reconsidered in view of the following remarks. 

Amendments to the Claims are reflected in the listing of claims which begins on page 2 of 
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Serial Number: 09/929,063 Group Art Unit; 28 1 2 

AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 
The following listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

LISTING OF CLAIMS: 

1 . (Original): A polarizing member comprising: 
an absorption type polarizing film; and 

one polymer material layer or two or more polymer material layers provided on one or both 
of opposite surfaces of said absorption type polarizing film, wherein each polymer material layer 
does not have any extraordinary refractive index area with a length not smaller than 20 pm and 
does not have two or more extraordinary refractive index areas with a length of from 0.5 to 20 pm 
in a region of 50 pm-radius. 

2. (Original): A polarizing member according to claim 1, wherein each polymer material 
layer is one member selected from the group consisting of a transparent protective layer, an 
adhesive layer, and an optically compensating layer. 

3. (Original): An optical member comprising a laminate at least including a polarizing 
member defined in claim 1, and a reflection type polarizing plate. 

4. (Original): An optical member according to claim 3, wherein said reflection type 
polarizing plate transmits linearly polarized light with a predetermined axis of polarization while 
reflecting residual light. 

5. (Original): An optical member according to claim 3, wherein a retarder plate is provided 
between said polarizing member and said reflection type polarizing plate, said retarder plate being 
constituted by one retardation layer or two or more retardation layers. 
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6. (Original): An optical member according to claim 3, wherein said reflection type 
polarizing plate is made of a cholesteric liquid-crystal layer or said retarder plate is made of a 
quarter-wave plate. 

7. (Original): A liquid-crystal display device comprising a polarizing member defined in 
claim 1, and a liquid-crystal cell, wherein said polarizing member is disposed on one or both of 
opposite sides of said liquid-crystal cell. 

8. (Original): A liquid-crystal display device comprising an optical member defined in 
claim 3, and a liquid-crystal cell, wherein said optical member is disposed on one or both of 
opposite sides of said liquid-crystal cell. 

9. (Previously presented): A polarizing member comprising: 
an absorption type polarizing film; and 

one or more polymer material layers provided on one or both of opposite surfaces of said 
absorption type polarizing film, wherein each polymer material layer comprises a polymer made 
from a polymer solution which has been filtrated by a filtration film to thereby purify the polymer 
to a state in which low molecular weight bodies have been removed. 

10. (Currently amended): A polarizing member comprising: 
an absorption type polarizing film; and 

at least one polymer material layers provided on one or both of opposite surfaces of said 
absorption type polarizing film; and 

a migration preventing layer disposed between said absorption. type polarizing film and 
each of said at least one polymer material layer, 

wherein the polymer material layer is a r e movable s e paration layer separator . 
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11. (Previously presented): The polarizing member according to claim 10, wherein the 
migration preventing layer comprises purified polymer. 

12. (Previously presented): The polarizing member according to claim 10, wherein the 
migration preventing layer is a silica film. 

13. (Previously presented): The polarizing member according to claim 10, wherein the 
migration preventing layer is a metal-oxide deposited film. 

14. (Previously presented): The polarizing member according to claim 10, wherein the 
migration preventing layer comprises a silicone agent. 

15. (Previously presented): The liquid-crystal display device according to claim 7, which 
additionally comprises a light source having a luminance of 500 cd/m 2 or higher. 

16. (Previously presented): The liquid-crystal display device according to claim 7, which 
additionally comprises a back sidelight having a luminance of 500 cd/ra 2 or higher. 

17. (Canceled) 

18. (Previously presented): The polarizing member according to claim 10, wherein the 
migration preventing layer is applied to the polarizing film through an adhesive layer. 

19. (Previously presented): The polarizing member according to claim 10, wherein the 
polymer material layer is disposed directly on the migration preventing layer. 

20. (Canceled) 

21. (Previously presented): The polarizing member according to claim 1, wherein the one 
or more polymer material layers are provided directly on the polarizing film. 

22. (Previously presented): The optical member according to claim 3, wherein the one or 
more polymer material layers are provided directly on the polarizing film. 
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23. (Previously presented): The polarizing member according to claim 9, wherein the one 
or more polymer material layers are protective films provided directly on the polarizing film. 

24. (New): The polarizing member according to claim 10, wherein an adhesive layer is 
provided between the absorption-type polarizing film and the separator. 

25. (New): The polarizing member according to claim 24, wherein the migration 
preventing layer is disposed directly on a polymer base material for forming the separator. 

26. (New): The polarizing member according to claim 25, wherein a surface coat made of a 
release agent is provided on the migration preventing layer. 
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REMARKS 

By the present amendment, claim 10 has been amended to replace "removable separation 
layer" by "separator". Support for this amendment is found in the original application, in 
particular in paragraph [0030], page 17 of the original specification. 

Further, new dependent claims 24-26 have been added. Support for these claims is also 
found in the original application, in particular in paragraph [0030], page 17 of the original 
specification. 

In the Advisory Action, it is alleged that the term "removable" raises new issues and may 
be construed as applying to any layer which is not "required." 

This comment is respectfully traversed. It is submitted that the term "removable separation 
layer" is a term of the art which is accurately understood by a person of the art. However, in order 
to expedite prosecution, this term has been replaced by the corresponding term "separator" based 
on the disclosure at paragraph [0030], which is immediately recognized by a person of the art. 

In conclusion, the invention as presently claimed is patentable. It is believed that the claims 
are in allowable condition and a notice to that effect is earnestly requested. 

In the event there is, in the Examiner's opinion, any outstanding issue and such issue may 
be resolved by means of a telephone interview, the Examiner is respectfully requested to contact 
the undersigned attorney at the telephone number listed below. 
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In the event this paper is not considered to be timely filed, the Applicants hereby petition 
for an appropriate extension of the response period. Please charge thefee for such extension and 
any other fees which may be required to our Deposit Account No. 50-2866. 

Respectfully submitted, 



WESTERMAN, HATTORI, DANIELS & ADRIAN, LLP 



Atty. Docket No. 020527 

Customer No.: 38834 

1250 Connecticut Avenue NW Suite 700 

Washington, D.C. 20036 

Tel: (202)822-1100 

Fax: (202)822-1111 

NES:rep 




Nicolas E. Seckel 
Attorney for Applicants 
Reg. No. 44,373 
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